
Welcome back 

to Dig In!



• Demographic Survey

• Everyone is paid and books are out!

• Zoom meeting link, explained, save in 

your calendar or see reminder email

• Website with Class Materials (did you 

bookmark it?) 

A few items to continue…



https://cuyahoga.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-

natural-resources/market-gardening-and-urban-farming/dig-

program/dig

https://cuyahoga.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/market-gardening-and-urban-farming/dig-program/dig


Introductions,

anyone new?



Finding Land for your 

Community Garden

Maggie Rivera

April 27, 2021



This presentation will cover…

• How to successfully find a gardening site

– In Cleveland

– In Cuyahoga County

• Urban Agriculture Site Checklist



Quick Poll



How many acres of vacant land are in 

Cleveland?



Answer:  ~1,548 acres

(~14,000 vacant lots)



Ways you find land…

• Walk Your Neighborhood 

• Bike Your Neighborhood

• Drive Your Neighborhood

• Talk to local stakeholders/Institutions

• Web-based resources



• Google Maps

• City of Cleveland GIS

• County MyPlace

Web-Based Resources



Step #1:

Find a vacant lot and get an address or a 

nearby intersection

Step #2:

Find out who the owner of the lot is

Step #3 

Contact land bank, community leaders & 

professionals



• City of Cleveland Planning Commission 

Geographic Information Services (GIS)

https://clevelandgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html

• Community Development Corporations

http://www.clevelandnp.org/cleveland-cdcs/

In the City of Cleveland…

https://clevelandgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html
http://www.clevelandnp.org/cleveland-cdcs/




Choose how to 

view: true aerial, 

world topo, blank

Keep City Planning Layer

Zoom in and use 

address & owner 

for more info, both 

unchecked will 

show parcel #



Click on area to get city planner contact information



Zoom in to see parcel #s, then toggle between address & owner



Address



Owner



Click on the parcel to view all info and get link to MyPlace









City of Cleveland Land Bank
Community Development

Division of Real Estate Room 325

601 Lakeside

(216) 664.4126

Your City Councilmember

Your Community Development Corporation
http://www.clevelandnp.org/cleveland-cdcs/

Area City Planner (Cleveland GIS)

In the City of Cleveland #3: get your 

guidance & “endorsements”

http://www.clevelandnp.org/cleveland-cdcs/


So, you found a 

COC LB lot that will 

work, you have civic 

leader endorsement, 

LB application for 

Community Garden, 

Market Garden or 

Purchase for Garden 

Use.

http://www.city.cleve

land.oh.us/sites/def

ault/files/forms_publ

ications/LandBankA

rgricultureGardenAp

plication_0.pdf

http://www.city.cleveland.oh.us/sites/default/files/forms_publications/LandBankArgricultureGardenApplication_0.pdf


City of Cleveland Greenspace Training

Vital Neighborhoods 

Working Group, 

contact Marka 

Fields to be added 

to an interest list 

MFields@cleveland

ohio.gov

mailto:MFields@clevelandohio.gov


Cuyahoga County GIS 

https://myplace.cuyahogacounty.us/

Cuyahoga County Land Bank

http://www.cuyahogalandbank.org/properties.php

Cuyahoga County Planning Department

http://planning.co.cuyahoga.oh.us/

Other places in Cuyahoga County

https://myplace.cuyahogacounty.us/
http://www.cuyahogalandbank.org/properties.php
http://planning.co.cuyahoga.oh.us/


• City Hall

• Planning

• Land Bank (Euclid, E. Cleve., S. Euclid, 

Cleve. Hts.)

• Private Landowners

• Non-Profit Organizations

Cuyahoga County Step #2 & #3: 

Find Owner and Contact Civic 

Leaders



Poll Break



Now that you have a site in 
mind how do you make sure 

it’s the right sight for 
gardening?



Urban Agriculture Site Assessment 
Check List



1. Community/businesses nearby

2. Who lives nearby?

3. Safety and security (lighting, neighborhood watch groups)

4. Land use history

Tip: Seek out already established community groups to help promote and 

introduce your project to the community (block clubs, neighborhood watch, etc.)

The observable things to consider outside of 

the garden…



1. Existing structures and shading

2. Access to water

3. Soil (what’s already growing?)

4. Landscape (slopes, depressions, tree roots)

Tip: Visit your site at different times of the day to see how much sunlight is 

available. Also visit after a rain to see if puddles collect. 

The observable things to consider inside the 

garden…



Nearby Structures

Selecting a Garden Site



Soil – Slope & Drainage



Water Access

• Water – Is it within reach?

Selecting a Garden Site



Rain Barrels

City of Cleveland’s 

Summer Rain Barrel Program

https://www.sustainablecleveland.

org/rainbarrelprogram2020

Soil & Water Conservation District

https://cuyahogaswcd.org/program

s/rain-barrels

Water Access

https://www.sustainablecleveland.org/rainbarrelprogram2020
https://cuyahogaswcd.org/programs/rain-barrels


Hydrant Access

May-Oct (Mar-Nov)

Water Access



Other considerations…

• Slope

• Shade

• Sun exposure

• Drainage

• Plant growth

• Construction debris 

• Paint chips











The unobservable 

things to consider 

inside your 

garden…under the 

surface and in the 

past.



Why are soils not 

all the same?

5 main factors:

•Climate

•Organisms

•Parent material

•Landscape

•Time

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/tabid/9073/default.aspx



– Talk with neighbors

– Resources available 

from  public libraries 

and city government

– Councilperson

– Observation

– Digging into Your 

Site’s History

Research lot history



Why bother with historical information?

• The previous use of the site can point you 

towards possible contaminants present. 

• Gain a sense of the surrounding area to 

further inform your decision about utilizing 

a specific site.



Site History and Property Research Tools

Cuyahoga County MyPlace
https://myplace.cuyahogacounty.us/

https://myplace.cuyahogacounty.us/


Site History and Property Research

Cleveland State Cleveland Historic Maps, 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=ddb0ee6134d64de4adaaa3

660308abfd

“A Checklist for Property Research in Cleveland & Cuyahoga County” 

Cleveland Public Library, History and Geography Dept., work with a 

librarian to help you!

CPL Map Collections 

Hopkins Plat Maps (1912-1957)

Sanborn Fire Maps (1874-1973)

Other aerial maps

Info on changes to property over time, date buildings

Some available online www.cpl.org, RESEARCH, Digital Image 

Gallery

Realty Atlas Tax Maps

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=ddb0ee6134d64de4adaaa3660308abfd
http://www.cpl.org/


Why bother with historical information?

What are the 

sources of many 

common 

contaminants?

From EPA’s BROWNFIELDS AND URBAN AGRICULTURE: Interim Guidelines for Safe Gardening Practices Spring 2011 



• Lead (Pb) 

• Cadmium (Cd) 

• Nickel (Ni)

• Chromium (Cr)

• Copper (Cu) 

• Zinc (Zn) 

Most Common Soil Contaminants

Are commonly tested for by 
University Labs

Can be tested for by other labs

• Arsenic (As)

• Mercury (Hg)

• pesticide residue 

levels

• PCBs 

• hydrocarbons 

levels 

Key Point: you have to know what you 

are looking for to test for it.



1. Soil→Human

Direct ingestion or inhalation of soil; skin contact

From hands, dust, surface of fruits and vegetables

2. Soil→Plant→Human

Ingestion of plants that have taken up contaminants

Depends on type of plant, part of plant, type of contaminant, 
soil pH and organic matter content

In general, plants do not absorb or accumulate lead very well*

*Leafy vegetables and surfaces of root crops are more of a 
concern than fruiting parts

Exposure to soil contaminants



Soil – Testing and Digging

• Always have your soil tested by an 

accredited lab

• Call before you dig! Be ready with 

address, parcel number and/or nearby 

intersection



1. Goal: send a sample that is representative of the area

2. Timing
– Stable climate

– No recent disturbances, such as immediately post-harvest 
or fertilization

3. Identify and isolate any unusual spots for separate tests
– Dead grass, bare spots, drastic differences in soil 

composition, topography, drainage, or type of crops grown

4. Combine multiple samples taken randomly throughout the 
growing area

5. Follow the soil testing lab’s instructions to send

Sampling your Soil



What to look for in your 

results:

Soil pH

Macro-nutrient 

ranges

Lead value





• A measure of acidity or alkalinity

Most plants prefer a soil pH between 5.5 - 7.5

What is pH?

HIGH 

H+ 

Acidic

LOW 

H+ 

Alkalin

e



Lead Level Extracted Lead *Estimated Total Lead

--------------------------------- mg/kg or ppm ---------------------------------

Low less than 22 less than 299

Medium 22 to 126 300 to 999

High 127 to 293 1000 to 2000

Very High greater than 293

UMass Soil Testing Lab guidance

“The screening test offered by the UMass Soil Testing Lab is 

only meant to identify areas where lead contamination may be 

a concern. Soils that are known to be contaminated with 

higher levels of lead, should be tested for Total Sorbed Lead 

(using EPA method 3050 or 3051) with appropriate actions 

taken.”

http://soiltest.umass.edu/fact-sheets/soil-lead-testing-interpretation-

recommendations

http://soiltest.umass.edu/fact-sheets/soil-lead-testing-interpretation-recommendations


Questions & 

Announcements



Neighborhood Connections for community gardens and 
farmers markets

Here's more info on the 
grants: https://neighborupcle.org/garden/

Projects can request $250- $1500 for almost 
anything related to a community gardening project or 

farmers market in Cleveland and East Cleveland. 
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis starting 

May 1st through June 15th.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/neighborupcle.org/garden/__;!!KGKeukY!krjxKmoaYG59AFoH5FCSd-O_dzIcYT4OkobMOdmykkm5h3vN0V4pVs2TlpF9neNSnwY$

